7™ International Conference
EDUCATION FOR LOVE OF HOMELAND AND COUNTRY

Roots of a nation's tree
November 22, 2025, at Fran Albreht Primary School, Kamnik, Slovenia

The Seventh International Conference "Education for Love of Homeland and Country",
organized by the Association of Slovenian Catholic Teachers will focus on the awareness of
national pride in an increasingly interconnected world. The conference will be held under
the motto "Roots of a nation's tree”.

We are among the few organizations in the Slovenian school sector which monitors and supports the
work of Slovenian teachers regarding patriotism. At this conference, teachers and other experts in
the areas of education and upbringing are going to present outstanding examples of their work,
including projects and events held at schools across Slovenia, abroad, and within emigrant
communities, particularly in Argentina.

The roots of a nation’s tree represent the history of each nation, their cultural heritage and identity,
shaped through the historical events, tradition and values of a particular nation. Shared history,
language, culture and values create a sense of belonging, connection and unity among people. They
come from the past, influence the present and are important for the future. Understanding and
respecting history and heritage helps to create a strong and resilient society. Every citizen of
Slovenia, along with Slovenians and others living worldwide, is invited to contribute to this
discussion.

There are many questions related to the topic of this year’s conference.

How can a nation preserve its identity, culture, language, and customs in the modern world? Why is
that important? How do other nations integrate into our environment and what are its implications
for us? In what way has Slovenia’s development influenced this process? What are the implications
of constructing identity and national pride versus the erosion of national identity? What are our
aspirations, and how do we plan to achieve them? How are the roots of a nation reflected in
everyday life, art, literature, music, architecture, customs...? How strong are they rooted in the
identity of a particular nation? Which challenges are those roots facing in the modern world? To
what extent do the changes in a society affect the preservation of its tradition and identity? How can
nature be a source of inspiration and identity for many nations, including us?

At the conference, we look forward to exploring why the development of both, personal and national
identity is essential, what strengthens it, and what are its challenges. As educators, we are especially
called to exemplify responsible and active citizenship — honoring, preserving, and nurturing the
elements that shape the identity and future of the Slovenian nation. Within this framework, love for
one's culture, language, geographical area, and nation holds a special significance.

Love nurtures pride and shapes our attitudes—both toward others and in how others perceive us.
The conference is going to take place on November 22, 2025 in a hybrid format:
live (at Fran Albreht Primary School, Kamnik) and online.

Information and applications: izobrazevanje @dkps.si
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